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-Prabowo team explams fundmg for free meals 1ns1sts no 1mpact on budget

Ruth Dea Juw1ta .

Thejakalta Post/]akarta

The team of presidential can-
didate Prabowo Subianto has
shared some ideas on how his
administration might fund free
lunches and milk for schoolchil-

dren nationwide to deliver ona -
- ernments -and - suppliers, he es-
- timated, would reduce the state
- budget contribution to Rp 60

key election promlse
The envisioned program is es-

" timated to cost'Rp 460 trillion’

(USS$30 billion) annually once it
reaches its full scale in 2029 to

feed 82.9 millior schoolchildren, -

teachers and pregnant women."

" In the initial year, the pro-
gram would consume between
Rp 100 trillion and Rp 120 tril-

" -lion in-'state funds to provide
a limited ‘number of people -

~ with well balanced and heal’chy-

meals, said Budiman Sudjat-

. miko, a senior member of Prabo-

WO's expert team

The pilot program could bei

much cheaper for the central

government, Budiman said, by

forging local partnerships. -
Collaboration with local gov-

trillion in the first year of the
program, which he deemed po-
tefitially achievable- through in-
creased state revenue”. -
“Village-owned - enterprises,
micro,; small and medium enter-
prises [MSMEs), as well as cooper-
atives will be consolidated to es-

tabhsh a specxahze& supply chain

to meet the 'food _reqmrements of

‘this program,” Budiman said. .
He continued: “Major national -
food industries can play a role in

promofing improvements in qual-

jty, productivity and the applica- .

tion of agricultural technclogy.”
Drajad Wibowo, another
mermber: of ‘the Prabowo cam-

paign team, said the free lunch
-and milk program’s. financing
would come from “uncollected” -

state rights as new sources. of
state revenue, as reported by Bis-
nis.com on Monday.-

He vowed that this ﬁnancmg"
would neither involve cuts to.ex-
isting budgets nor reducttons in

energy subsidies.
One funding source wotld be
court settlements and state trea”

suty recoveries related to tax and
non-tax crimes, with a collection
target of Rp. 90 trillion, he said,

acknowledging that those.were’

nonrecurring revenue streams.
““For the following years, there
are other [budget] sources that I

.have not receivéd permission to

disclose,” Drajad added.
“Another source; -he- added,

would stem from an.unspeci-
fied regulatory amendment that

could generate Rp 116.4 tril-

_lion based on 2023 calculations.

However, details about the reg-
ulation and its potential impact
were also undisclosed.

. Prelimiriary. results point to.
. Prabowo’s victory in the.recent’
.presidential .

election, which
would. see him assume ofﬁce in

-

October 2024

Drajad suggested that the
rollout of the free lunch-and
milk ‘program woulcl begm in
2025. :

The program is estlmated to
be equivalent to 12 percent of
this year’s state budget and ap-~
proximately 2 percent of the

country’s-GDP.

Analysts have warned t.hat a
sudden incréease in government.
spending to, sWiftly fulfill ali-of
Prabowo’s promises could breach

_tHe budget deficit cap, which s
set at 3 percent of GDP by law,
. and urged the former general to

reveal the financing plans for his.
prograins, as well as the poten--

- tialimpact on the fiscal position,

to reagsure markets. . .



