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]okow1 to 'lay

major role in
cabmet setu_

' Yerica Lai and Dio Suhenda

The Jakarta Post/Jakarta.

The camp of presumptive pres-

_ident-elect Prabowo Subian-
to" has-said outgoing President

Joko “Jokowi” Widodo will play.

a “significant” role in shaping
the next administration’s cabi-

niet and policies but insists that

Prabowo will have the.final say.
Official e]ectmn results are

" not due until mid-March, but

with most signs mdlcatmg the

Gerindra Party chairman has.

won the Feb. 14 presidential
- election, politicians -and . the

public have turned their at-.

tention to the composition of
a Prabowo cabinet and how

large a part Jokowi, whose son

Gibran Rakabuming Raka is
set to be Prabowo’s vice pre31-
dent will play. - .

“Tokowi will certainly. be
asked for his advice and input
[in the formation of a cabinet].

mﬁcant » Dra]ad Wlbowo, a
senior member .of Prabowo’s
: campalgn team, told The Ja- .

karta Post.’

Dra]ad said that. as Prabo— .
“wo’s campaign had been built

around the idea of continuing
and expanding Jokowi’s poli-

cies, he would welcome the

outgoing leader’s - views not
only on the formation of the

incoming ‘administration ‘but’
. also on future pojicies.

Jokowi is widely expected

'to play- a major rolg in the se-

lection of cabinet members in
an effort maintain- his politi-
cal influence after leaving of-

fice and ensure that: the next :

administration is = well posi—

_tioned to pursue his policy aims.

Sources familiar with post-
glection , - coalition-building
talks . say ]0k0w1 has asked

Prabowo to give him a‘say in -

up to four cabinet posts in

‘the next administration, with
_some of th'e President’s close

alhes, 1nclud1ng State Secre\—-’-'_ '

 tary Pratikno and Investment .; -
Minister Bahlil' Lahadaha, res

portedly making. the list of -
candidates. . ‘

Drajad, who is also a senior - .

member of the National Man- ~
date Party (PAN), declined to
comment on.how far Jokowi
would seéek to influence the

- cabinet lineup, saying that
‘the final -decision-would rest

w1th the incoming president.
Formmg a cabinet is”a .
pre51dent'
when Prabowo is 1naugurated -
as the next President, it will be -
his prerogative,” Dra]ad sajd. -
- But questions remain over
how Prabowo would assert his.
power as pre31dent with some

*analysts expecting a power

game between him and the
outgomg Pres;dent '
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In a report published on Sun-
day, Tempo miagazine cited sev-
eral unnamed sources who
claimed that the inner circle
of parties backing the Prabe-
wo-Gibran ticket had become
concerned that
intervene too far” in the next
government and expressed hope

" that he would: retire after step-
ping down in October.

As Prabowo's alliance has
likely fallen short of a legisla-
tive majority, Jokowi appears
to have begun maneuvering to
bring opposition parties over to
his favored candidate’s sn:le In

“Jokowi may °

February, the Presndent hosted
NasDem Party chairman Surya
Paloh, the main sponsor of the
rival prestdentxal bid of Anies
Baswedan, for dinner at the Pres-
idential Palace. The two report-
edly discussed the possibility of
the party jumping ship.

The Tempe report claimed.

that not only was Jokowi seek-
ing to bring members of the pre-
sumed opposition into a Prabo-

wo-led coalition, he was also
" seeking to take direct command
. of the hoped-for blg-tent rulmg

coalition by securing a seruor
post in the Golkar Party.

Golkar is the largest party
supportmg Prabowo’s presiden-

t:al bid and is projected to win

the second-largest number of -

House of Representatives seats
after the rival Indonesian Demo-
cratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P}.

Jokowi, who remains a PDI-P
member buthas kepthls distance
from the party since his son was
named Prabowo’s running mate,
has declined to answer questions
about speculation that he plans
to join Golkar. .

Golkar chairman Au-langga
Hartarto and other senior mem-
bers have welcomed the idea of
jokewi joining, saying it would
be goad for the paity.

But analysts were not .con-

vmced that Jokowi was assured a-

commanding posmon ina ruhng
coalition and.weré fiok sure how
long the Prabowo-Tokowi ' alli-
ance would held, ’

“There is no guarantee that the
relationship between the two will
continue to be harmonious,” said
analyst Kennedy Muslim of poll-
ster Indikator Politik Indonesia.

*Prabowo is not the kind of
President who likes to be told
what to do.” .

Even if Jokowi managed to se-
cure & leading role in Prabowa's
coalition, Eennedy said, the un-
steady relations between the twe
would risk dividing the coali-
tion inito two camps, one loyal to’
Prabowo, the other to ]okuwl



